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acter, essays, narratives of adventure, solid ex-                   }
amples of criticism, as well as "airy nothings" of fanc}r. To all lie gave conscientious examination, not allowing himself to indulge a prejudice in favor of an author or against him, and keeping in view the interests of literature along with the expediences of trade. His judgment was sober, his perception keen, his knowledge adequate. On his recommendation, many a good book was sent forth to merited success, and at his suggestion many a poor one was ar-                    .:
rested on its way to the printer.    Of necessity,                     :
the judgments were summary and the opinions                    ;
short; but the judgments were always well weighed, and the opinions carefully expressed. A singular combination of literary sagacity and worldly wisdom characterized them nearly all. An author's fame seldom conceals any demerits of his work, nor does an author's obscurity prevent him from bestowing on his production the attention it deserves. In praising or blaming, he is not contented with wholesale reflections, but limits his approval or his disap-                    / proval to the qualities he wishes to commend or to discourage, never failing to distinguish the                     I special excellence or deficiency of the book under consideration. Such defuuteness is a sign of power; when united with the serenity of knowledge, it is a sign of remarkable power ofwhere it was untimely,, might be
